
 

Dear students and fellow instructors: 

I want to congratulate you on your decision to become a graduate student instructor at the University of Michigan. I 
hope you will find this responsibility to be one of the most challenging and satisfying roles a young scholar can enjoy 
at a large research university. 

If you reflect on your own education, you will probably recall that a significant aspect of your experience was shaped 
by a special relationship with particular teachers, who likely delighted in both the subject matter and the students 
being taught. A great gift that you can provide to yourself and to your students is the ability to convey the substance 
of your own field and your enthusiasm for it. You have entered a graduate program because you have a passion for 
the pursuit of knowledge and have proven yourself capable of deep learning.  In the coming year, I hope you will 
learn new ways to draw on that passion and to develop the proficiency of your teaching. There are many faculty and 
staff members here at the University who want to help you become an outstanding instructor, but you will find the 
basic ingredients within yourself. 

You will have an opportunity to work with faculty mentors and to take advantage of the support provided by the 
workshops and resources available in your department and through the Center for Research on Learning and 
Teaching. But often, your moments of revelation may come in the classroom itself. Like all of us, you may be 
surprised by how much you will learn from your students, who will challenge you to see your field in unexpected 
ways.  

Michigan students, as you soon will discover, are engaging, demanding much of their faculty and of themselves. They 
appreciate teachers who care about them as individuals and who are committed to their subject and to teaching. Our 
students reward excellent teaching with outstanding work, fueled by their own creativity and enthusiasm - all of which 
contribute to the magic of teaching at Michigan. 

I hope you have an enriching experience, and I send my best wishes for the coming year. 

   Sincerely, 

 
   Mary Sue Coleman 
   President 




