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Outline

• Objectives for Student Writing
• Tech Basics

› Threaded discussion
› Wiki
› Blogs

• My experiences
› eCommunities 2005: wiki + blogs
› eCommunities 2006: wiki/blog hybrid
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Why Students Should Write

• Class Prep
› Students; faculty

› Faculty

• Sensemaking
› Individual; collective

• Memory
› Individual; collective

• Knowledge creation/discovery

• Community building
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Threaded Discussion

• Messages
› Replies

› Replies to replies

• Can make each reading its own discussion
topic

• Needs not met (well)
› Tracking individual authors
› Tracking the new stuff
› Fine-grained responses
› Coherent summary
› (Scrollable/printable view of whole conversation)
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Wikis

• Browser-based editing

• Simple markup language

• Multiple editors for a single document

• Version history
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Markup Language
---+Useful links for Visitors to My Page
   * [[PRJobListings][Job postings]] for
projects that I'm supervising
   * My regular
[[http://www.si.umich.edu/~presnick][homepa
ge]]
   * [[PROfficeHours][Office hours]]



9

%TOC%

---+Useful links for Visitors to My Page
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Wikis

• Browser-based editing

• Simple markup language

• Multiple editors for a single document

• Version history

• Main Advantages
› Fine-grained response possibilities

› Coherent collectively produced document
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Blogs

• Collection of posts by an author
› Multiple authors for group blog
› Presented newest first

• Others can reply
› With “trackbacks”, entry in one blog can be shown

as reply in another

• Aggregator can combine multiple blogs
• Main Advantage

› Collection creates an individual narrative
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Wiki + Blog: 2005

• One wiki page per course reading
› One student as editor

› Posts initial summary

› Document template
› Summary
› Critique
› Connections

• One blog entry per student per week
› Connect readings to term project

• Participation graded (lightly)
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2005 Experience

• Wiki
› Occasional queries and comments in-line

› Never direct editing of other students

› Students added another section to
template

› Class Discussion(!)
› Like a message board

› But occasionally rearranged to add coherence



16



17



18

2005 Experience

• Wiki
› Occasional queries and comments in-line
› Never direct editing of other students
› Students added another section to template

› Class Discussion(!)
› Like a message board
› But occasionally rearranged to add coherence

• Blog
› Few entries
› Not sufficient material for term papers
› Students rarely comment
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2006 Hybrid

• Custom modification to Drupal
• “Blog this” for any reading

› Summary, critique, connections, and application
› Replies

• Entries displayed on reading’s page
› Also on individual blog page

• Voting on blog entries
› Higher scores shown first
› Leader boards
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Live Demo

• http://icd.si.umich.edu/684
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What’s Still Needed

• Finer-grained commenting

• Experimentation with voting/leader
boards

• Experimentation with tagging
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Conclusions and Questions

• Multiple Goals
› Sensemaking, memory, prep, knowledge

discovery/sharing, community building

• Can they all be met, or do you have to
make tradeoffs?
› Larger research question of (re)presenting

conversation

• Is it worth it, compared to other ways
students could spend time?


